
MID-AUTUMN OUTREACH
Invite your Mandarin-speaking parents, 
friends and neighbours to the Mid-Autumn 
Outreach Service so they can hear about 
God’s love! Artist Desmond Sim will share 
his testimony and there will be skit and 
songs presented by ORTV. 
Date: 30 Sep (Sat) 
Time: 7pm - 9pm (buffet dinner will be 
served from 6.00pm to 6.45pm on a first-
come, first-served basis)
Venue: WDL Centre, Main Sanctuary
Admission is free. For enquiries, email 
chris.pang@cefc.org.sg

IDMC INSTITUTE INTRO SESSION
IDMC Institute One-Year Internship 
Programme provides a good opportunity 
for you to sense God’s leading in your life 
for the marketplace, full-time ministry or 
missions. Come to the Intro Session on 
Thu, 14 Sep from 7.15pm to 9.30pm at 
ACKCentre to find out more. Sign up at 
http://cefc.ch/idmci-intro-session

CHRISTMAS PLAY RECRUITMENT
We are looking for actors, recruitment 
officer, casting officer, stage hands, props/
costume designer and finance manager. If 
you have the relevant training, we would 
love to have you!  If not, we can train you 
if you have a willing heart! Email fabian.
ghui@cefc.org.sg if you are interested. 

BAPTISM & MEMBERSHIP CLASS
Baptism Class on Sun,10 Sep from 
2.30pm to 5.00pm at BPJ Centre. 
Membership Class on Sat, 16 Sep from 
9am to 4pm at ACKCentre.
Register at the Information Counter. 

CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED
If you are curious about Christianity or if 
you have been visiting the church but have 
not accepted the faith, join us at Christianity 
Explored!  Dates: Six Sundays from 17 Sep 
to 22 Oct Time and Venue: WDL and BPJ 
Centres – 1pm, East Centre – 12.30pm
Sign up at http://cefc.ch/christianity-explored 
Covenanters who would like to invite and 
accompany their friends and loved ones for 
these sessions, are encouraged to attend a 
training session on Sat, 9 Sep, 2pm to 4pm 
at ACKCentre, Training Room 1. Please 
contact Jerome Lee at dahobbit12321@
yahoo.com for enquiries. 

39TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
Let’s celebrate our One Life at 
Covenant EFC’s 39th birthday with a 
special combined adult’s service. Our 
celebration programme will start at 
9:30am next Sun, 3 Sep at Singapore 
EXPO Hall 1. There will be a children’s 
service for 3 to 10-year-olds. Please 
note that there will be no programme for 
children 35 months and below. 

SERVE IN NEW LIFE
P.A.N.D.A Champs, a character-based 
mentoring programme for 7 to 10-year-olds, 
needs 10 mentors. If you love children and 
have a heart to mentor them, sign up to serve! 
Schedule: 21 Nov – 14 Dec, every Tue 
and Thu, 9am – 1pm (includes one hour 
of briefing and debriefing) at BPJ Centre.
Training will be provided on Thu, 19 Oct, 
7.30pm to 9.30pm at BPJ Centre Level 3. 
To sign up or enquire, email volunteer@
newlife.org.sg or call Jason Lee at 9635 
1135 / Lewis Woo at 9634 9457.

   t happened so suddenly 
without a warning — a 

crack and a crash! 
On 11 Feb this year, a 40-metre-
high Tembusu tree fell at the 
Singapore Botanic Gardens, 
injuring four people and killing 
one. The loss of life was tragic. 
The question, of course was, 
could we have seen this coming 
and prevented it? Just last 
month on 18 July, a coroner’s 
court hearing found that this 
270-year-old tree (older than 
the Botanical Gardens itself ), 
was actually decaying on the 
inside. The testimony from two 
tree specialists, called arborists, 
had found that inspecting the 
tree from the outside, there 
were no signs to tell us it was 
rotting on the inside. One of 
their testimonies was “based on 
visual inspections of the tree… 
he did not see any cracks or 
open cavities that would suggest 
a decay in the trunk.” And yet, 
“at the point where the trunk 
broke, the decay was 70%. This 
was 2 metres above the ground.” 
And that “…the decay probably 
started quite long ago, coming 
possibly from the root under 
the tree.” (Quotations taken 
from the Straits Times.) So as 
far as anyone could tell from the 
outside, the tree was healthy 
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and strong. But it was rotting 
on the inside and thus the fall 
was merely a matter of time and 
“predictable”. I believe this sad 
story is a parable we must pay 
heed to. 

We live in a world preoccupied 
with looking good on the 
outside. But how are we really 
doing on the inside? God has 
led us to the book of Ezra this 
year. It’s all about rebuilding.  
Chapters 1 to 6 have to do with 
the rebuilding of the externals 
— the Temple. In this season 
ahead, chapter 7 to 10, God 
is rebuilding His people and 
if we can see it that way, He is 
leading His people to rebuild 
the internals. How are you 
doing on the inside? That’s what 
an intentional disciplemaking 
church (IDMC) must be, 
that we are first and foremost 
concerned about the inside 
— our hearts. I believe God 
is inviting us on this inward 
journey, to build that which 
no one sees, which is critical to 
a vital spirituality and a life of 
authenticity. 
May our hearts be fully given 
to the Lord that He may mould 
them for His glory. May we not 
merely look good on the outside, 
but truly be His on the inside! 



  

SERMON OUTLINE

SCRIPTURE: EZRA 7:11-26    SERMON: REV TONY YEO

      King of Kings

NEXT WEEK: 39TH ANNIVERSARY SERVICE AT SINGAPORE EXPO HALL 1 

Introduction 

A. What the King Says — He Will Do!

B. What the King Says — I Will Do!

Conclusion 

East Centre

    

LAST WEEK’S SERMON SUMMARY

 Rebuilding a People
SCRIPTURE: EZRA 7:1-10    SERMON: PS BARNEY LAU

Introduction
Ezra 1-2 records the return under Zerubbabel. Ezra 7-8 records the return under Ezra. 
Both returns were depicted as the second exodus. Ezra 3-6 is about the rebuilding of God’s 
temple. Ezra 9-10 is about rebuilding of God’s people. 58 years had elapsed between Ezra 
7:1 and the end of Ezra 6.

A. The Hand of God Upon Godly Men
1. The selective genealogy (vv.1-5) firmly establishes Ezra’s credentials and importance of 

the high priestly office as guardian and teacher of the Law.
2. Ezra’s rich priestly heritage included some well-known godly priests such as Hilkiah 

(2 Kin 22), Zadok (2 Sam 15 and 17), Phinehas (Num.25) and Aaron, the first chief 
priest and founder of the Levitical system after the first exodus.

3. King Artaxerxes’ favor on Ezra with approval, empowerment and resources.
4. Recurring Theme: “good hand of the Lord was upon me” (7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31).
5. A godly heritage like Ezra’s is no guarantee of godly descendants. Ezra did not 
    squander his heritage away, but used it to honour God and serve His people.

B. The Word of God Upheld by a Godly Man
1. ‘This Ezra’ (vv. 6,10) is a portrait of a man God used to lead the second wave of 

exiles back to Jerusalem, had deep roots in God’s Word and big wings in the Lord 
his God. Ezra had resolved to study, practice and teach God’s Word (v.10).

2. Ezra Discovered the Truth by studying God’s Word – “For Ezra had set (directed, 
resolved) his heart (thoughts, will, emotion, conscience) to study (to seek, to follow, 
to actively apply oneself ) the laws of the Lord…” Discovering God’s truth builds 
godly perspective, which is wisdom to see as God sees.

3. Ezra Applied the Truth by obeying God’s Word – “… and to practice it…” – i.e. 
to do, to act on, to obey what God says in His Word actively. Obedience builds 
godly posture, which is a heart with the humility to grow as God wills.

4.Ezra Reaped the benefits of being transformed by God’s Word. The courageous 
audacity that Ezra demonstrated in approaching the King and the simple faith he 
embodied in relying on the good hand of the Lord are the benefits he reaped! God 
provides us the power when we chose to live and serve as God leads.

5.Ezra Passed it on the truths he benefitted from to others who may also DARP it! 
“…and to teach His statues and ordinances in Israel.”  This is an integral part of 
a priest’s responsibility (Mal 2:7) to pass on God’s truth so that God’s people may 
know their God! Passing on the godly perspective, embodying a godly posture, 
stewarding God-given power, is the pragmatics of authentic discipleship and 
intentional disciplemaking – the substance to disciple others.

Conclusion
“We may think God wants actions of a certain kind but God wants people of a certain kind.”~ 
C. S. Lewis.  DARP as Ezra did so that we might grow to be A Certain Kind with deep Roots in 
God’s Word and big Wings in the Lord his God!


